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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the fifth office action for U.S. Application 10/046,414 for an Anchor 
Rail Adapter and Hanger Method filed by Korezak et al. on November 9, 2001 . Claims 
7, 14-23, 27, 28, 33-36, 38, 41-48, 50-72, 76, 77, 79-81, 83-141 have been canceled. 
Claims 142 and 143 have been added. Applicant's arguments, see Appeal Brief, filed 
October 17, 2005, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-6, 8-13, 24-26, 29-32, 37, 
39, 40, 49, 73-75, 78, 82, 142, and 143 under Kreinberg et al. have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Meehan et al. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1, 8, 9, 24-26, 29, 37, 39, 40, 73-75, 78, 82, 142, and 143 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Meehan et al. With respect to claims 1, 
8, 9, 24-26, 29, 37, 39, and 40, Meehan et al. discloses an adapter (or unitary resilient 
coupling) that can be used with an anchor rail, with a mounting surface (15) with an 
opening (54) that can secure the adapter to an article support hanger. There are 
flanges (16 and 18) depending from the mounting surface and mounting legs (inwardly 
extending portion between 32, 34 and the flanges) extending from the flanges and 
configured to bit into a channel. The mounting legs each have a hook-like portion (32 
and 34) that can engage a corresponding rail lip and the hook-like portions extend 
substantially along the width of the leg. The adapter is flexible so that the flanges can 
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be urged inwardly toward each other to facilitate insertion of a portion of the mounting 
legs into a U-shaped channel, wherein the hook-like portions can biasingly engage rail 
lips. The mounting surface is a planar top surface and the hanger is adapted to support 
articles of different types. 

With respect to claims 73-75, 78, 82, 142, and 143, Meehan et al. discloses a 
unitary resilient adapter (12) with a hanger receiving portion (84 and 86). The adapter 
has opposed mounting legs (58 and 60) with feet (66 and 68) configured to engage a 
channel lip and an opening (98). There is an article support hanger 10 with a portion 
configured to be received by the hanger receiving portion of the adapter. The article 
support hanger is configured to engage the adapter with a snap action and lock into the 
hanger receiving portion. The article support hanger can also be stacked and has a 
provision (24, 34) whereby a second article support hanger could be connected to it. A 
swivel joint (88) connects the adapter and hanger and the support has a generally U- 
shaped configuration with support legs that could engage the adapter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 3-6 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Meehan et al. in view of U.S. Patent 5,533,696 to Laughlin et al. Meehan et al. 
does not disclose a binding element in the form of a tab formed in the inwardly 
extending portion that is defined by a pair of notches in the inwardly extending portion. 
Laughlin et al. provides a teaching for providing inwardly extending tabs (72) defined by 
a pair of notches (on each side of the tab) on the inner leg portion of an adapter to 
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further secure an object in the receiving space. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the present invention to have provided the tabs 
taught by Laughlin et al., on the interior of the legs taught by Meehan et al., for the 
purpose of further securing an object in the adapter. 

Claims 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Meehan et al. Meehan et al. does not specifically disclose a curved mounting surface 
for mounting the hanger. However, the shape of the mounting surface is a matter of 
design preference that would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the present invention. 

Claims 11, 12, 30, and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Meehan et al. in view. Meehan et al. does not specifically disclose a 
threaded collar around the opening (54), but it is well known in the art to provide 
threaded collars for the purpose of securing threaded fasteners (94) into apertures and 
such a modification would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the present invention. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2, 1 3, and 32 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-6, 8-12, 24-26, 29-31, 37, 39, 
40 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Marsh whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6819. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:00AM to 4:30 PM. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571 ) 272-3600. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 





Steven M. Marsh 



February 2, 2006 



